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Kinnauri language 


Kinnauri, also known as Kanauri, Kanor, Koonawur, 
or Kunawar, (takri: is a 

Sino-Tibetan dialect cluster centered on the Kinnaur 
district of the Indian state of Himachal Pradesh. 

Kaike, once thought to be Kinnauri, is closer to 
Tamangic. Bhoti Kinnauri and Tukpa are Bodish 
(Lahauli-Spiti). 
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Geographical distribution 


Ethnologue lists the following locations for Kinnauri 
proper and related languages. 

Kinnauri-speaking villages are from Badhal Rampur 
Bushahr to Sangla and north along Sat luj river to 
Morang. Mainly the kinnauri speaking area is located in 
lower parts of district Kinnaur district in Himachal 
Pradesh. Kinnauri is also spoken in the S himla di strict 
and Solan District which has a fairly large kinnauri 
diaspora. 



Region 

Himachal Pradesh 

Native speakers 84,000 (2011 census)! 1 ! 

Language 

family 

Sino-Tibetan 

■ Tibeto-Kanauri ? 


- West Himalayish 


- Kanauri 


■ Kinnauri 

Dialects 

Sunam 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

Variously: 

kfk - Kinnauri proper 
cik - Chitkuli Kinnauri 

ssk - Sunam 

jna - Jangshung (Thebor) 
scu - Shumcho 

Glottolog 

kinnl250 (http://glottolo 

g.org/resource/languoid/i 
d/kinnl250)! 2 ! 


Kinnauri 

btPihflD'ffkridU Kanawaringskad 


Chitkuli Kinnauri is spoken by a thousand people in the Baspa river area of the Sangla valley in Nichar 
subdivision, Kinnaur district, Himachal Pradesh (in Chitkul and Rakchham villages). 


Jangshung is spoken in Morang tahsil, Kinnaur district, Himachal Pradesh (in Jangi, Lippa, and Asrang 
villages). 


































Shumcho is spoken in Puh tahsil, Kinnaur district, Himachal Pradesh (in Kanam, Labrang, Spilo, Shyaso, 
Taling, and Rushkaling villages). 


Phonology 


This description is of the Pangi dialect of Kinnauri. 

Consonants 



Bilabial 

Alveolar 

Retroflex 

Palatal 

Velar 

Glottal 

Nasal 

m 

n 


P 

n 



voiced 

b 

d 

4 


g 


Plosive 

voiceless 

P 

t 

t 


k 



aspirated 

P h 

t h 

t h 


k h 



voiced 


dz 


d3 



Affricate 

voiceless 


ts 


tj 




aspirated 


ts h 


t/ h 



Fricative 


s 


I 


h 

Trill 


r 





Approximant 


1 


i 

w 



Note on palatals: /dy, /tj/, /tj h /, and /J/ are post-alveolar, /jV is alveolo-palatal. 

Vowels 

Kinnauri has five pairs of long/short vowels: 



Front 

Central 

Back 

Close 

i 

i 


Mid 

e 


0 

Open 


a 



Syllables 

/h/, aspirated obstruents (i.e. /p h /, /t h /, l\ h l, /k h /, /ts h /, /tjf h /), and glides (i.e. /w/, /j/) do not occur in 
syllable codas. 

All consonants may occur in onsets and word-medially. 

Kinnauri has the following types of syllables: 


(C)V(C)(C)(C) 

CCV(C) 






■ cccvc 


Grammar 


Kinnauri is SOV, V-Auxiliary, Postpositional, and has head-final noun phrases. It shows case marking with 
an ergative alignment in the past tense, nominative-accusative elsewhere. The ergative case is identical to 
the instrumental. There is no distinction between accusative and dative, and a genitive is partially syncretic 
with the accusative/dative. An ablative case is also recognized, normally attached outside the genitive but 
with different allomorphs for animate and inanimate referents. There is also a locative case, normally used 
only with inanimate nouns. 

Script 


The native script of the language is a variety of Takri script. 


i TWt < W >>r Wi 

x* 3 io t -WI • 

A specimen in Kinnauri Takri 

Language Vitality 


Kinnaura people are bilinguals who speak Hindi along with their mother tongue. 
Hindi is the main lingua franca for people from different language groups in 
Kinnaur. It is also the main language in schools, colleges, government offices, market place, banks and more 
such domains. Younger generation is exposed to entertainment media like movies,music, mobile phone, 
newspapers etc., in Hindi. Kinnauri songs beings produced show heavy influence of Hindi. Young learners 
are encouraged to learn and speak Hindi in order to benefit in education and employment in future. Fluent 
speakers of Kinnauri are only the elders or the mid aged people who have little exposure to the outer world 
or are still unaffected by the modernity. But whether the next generation will inherit the cultural knowledge 
or the legacy of ancestors is doubted. From UNESCO factors study, all languages in Kinnaur region are 
definitely endangered, inter-generational transmission is unsafe, number of speakers using Kinnauri as first 
language is very low, domains are shifting, Hindi is replacing Kinnauri in most domains, there is lack of 
literary traditions, government support towards the protection and promotion of Kinnaur language or culture 
is absent, very little is known about the linguistic structure of the languages in the region. Like other tribal 
languages, Kinnauri too may lose much of its linguistic characteristics due to lack of proper documentation 
and government support and community apathy as well. Among urgent measures, Kinnauri languages need 
community collaborative efforts to document and discuss among the locals, scholars, linguists and 
researchers. 
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'kanawaringskad' 
written in Takri 
(Chambeali version). 
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